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First Flush to Bayou 

Bienvenue via Main 

Canal at Broad St. 
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1895 Proposed Drainage System 

 

 Secondary Flow to 

Lake Pontchartrain 
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Pumping system outflows 



20th Century Drainage System 

Overburdened drainage system results in street flooding 

Closed subsurface piping and canals have limited capacity for storage 

Pumping system to outfall canals is the only discharge path for storm 

water 

Continuous pumping lowers water table and causes subsidence 

Untreated urban runoff is flushed directly into Lake Pontchartrain 

Energy inefficient system ï single largest carbon footprint in New Orleans 

Ambient air temperatures increased with undergrounding of water network 

Floodwalls, divisive and unattractive drainage features are physical and 

social barriers 

No amenity from or connection to hidden drainage infrastructure or 

forgotten historical waterways 

 



In 2009, the volume of unaccounted for water 

(which includes water escaping from leaks and 

water used for purposes such as street cleaning 

and sewer flushing) was an astonishing 70.85% 

of metered production. This does not include water 

the S&WB provides free of charge to various public 

entities. In other jurisdictions, the volume of water 

both lost and provided free to public entities is 

normally closer to 15%. 

 
The Price of Civilization, Bureau of Governmental Research 1927 S&WB Soil Shrinkage Study 
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Previous Planning Efforts 
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Sustainable Water System 
 

Å Alleviate load on pumping system, reduce street flooding, and increase safety by providing space for 

water storage and retention 

Å Minimize subsidence with balanced groundwater 

Å Improve water quality by mitigating runoff 

Å Promote resilience to climate change, including flood, drought and heat, by increasing waterways and 

green space that create micro-climates and act as heat sinks 

Å Reconnect neighborhoods and individuals to healthy water network, providing urban amenities and 

ecological, economic and social value 
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