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The best solutions for New Orleans are the ones that are unique to its own situation 
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Early Collaboration: 2004 
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A state-enabled economic development 

district that was created by the State of 

Louisiana in 2005 and charged with the 

responsibility of growing both the 

programmatic and physical development 

components of the biosciences sector of 

the New Orleans economy.  

BioDistrict: 



BioDistrict New Orleans -- Resilience Through Collaboration: Integrated Institutional, City and Community  Planning 

Central 

Business 

District 

French 

Quarter 

Super 

Dome 

VA 

Hospital 

University 

Medical Center 

Tulane Medical 

School/Hospital 

LSU Health 

Sciences Center 

Xavier 

University 

City 

Hall 

Train & Bus 

Stations 

Justice 

Center 

1,500-Acre Area in Central New Orleans 
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Purpose 

BioDistrict New Orleans 

July 15, 2011 
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άhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
in health have been as valuable as all 
other sources of economic growth 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘΦέ 

 
 - Kevin Murphy & Robert Topel (U. of Chicago) 
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To build a globally competitive economy in the 

next century for the New Orleans region to 

diversify our opportunities and build a resilient 

community through innovation that results in 

one of the healthiest, safest, smartest, and 

most sustainable neighborhoods in America. 

Intent 
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To build a globally competitive economy in the 

next century for the New Orleans region to 

diversify our opportunities and build a resilient 

community through innovation that results in 

one of the healthiest, safest, smartest, 

wealthiest, and most sustainable 

neighborhoods in America. 

Intent 
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To create an action plan that will serve as a 

short-, mid- and long-term framework for 

advancement of Biologically-Related Sciences 

and Technology, Economic Development and 

Improved Quality of Life in the BioDistrict, the 

City of New Orleans, and the larger 

metropolitan region. 

Objective 
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ÅEconomic Development 
 
ÅJobs and Training 
 
ÅPhysical and Programmatic Community 
Building 
 
ÅCivic Leadership 
 

Economic Development 

Jobs and training 

Community Building 

Civic Leadership 

How? 
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Identify key areas of focus 
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Process 
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place making 

resilient communities 

public participation  

sustainable planning + design 

inter / multi-disciplinary, integrated planning  

high-visibility communication materials 

expertise in P3 development and creative financing mechanisms 

action-oriented plan 

 

Approach 
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Process 

Discovery 
Establish Engagement Plan 
Data Gathering 
Environmental, Social, and Economic Analysis 

Conceptual Development 
Program Development 
Visioning 
Planning Workshops 
Building Consensus 

Action Plan Development 
District-Wide Systems 
Focused Development Areas 
Development Standards 
Implementation Strategy 



BioDistrict New Orleans -- Resilience Through Collaboration: Integrated Institutional, City and Community  Planning 

Process:  
 
 
 
Discovery 
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Engagement Plan Identified Over 1,200 
stakeholders: 

Individuals,  

Associations,  

Groups,  

Agencies,  

Institutions,  

Businesses, 

Federal, State and City officials 

Stakeholder Engagement 
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Engagement Throughout Process 

Individual Interviews 

Small Group Meetings 

Neighborhood Workshops 

District-²ƛŘŜ άhǇŜƴ IƻǳǎŜǎέ  

On-Line Surveys 

 

BioDistrict Website ς all materials public 

 

Stakeholder Engagement 
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BioDistrict has very low income profile 

Median household income is only 45% of national average; and, 
66.85.9% citywide median 

Median Household Income 

National Average is $51,425 
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Median housing value is 23% lower than citywide figure 

BioDistrict housing is overwhelmingly renter occupied  

BioDistrict City of New Orleans 

Housing Profile 
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Approximately 50,000 blighted addresses in the 
city 

 

Blight within BioDistrict was a pre-Katrina 
problem but was exacerbated by flooding 

 

Represents a challenge but significant 
redevelopment opportunity 

Blight 
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Strong Communities 
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Redevelopment Projects 
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