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Introductions

» Lee D. Einsweiler

» Founding Principal of Code Studio

» Responsible for more than 50  code projects

» Recent work includes development code re-writes in  Memphis, 
Denver and Raleigh

» Project lead for the Louisiana Land Use Toolkit

» Tommy Pacello

» Associate at Code Studio

» Planner and Attorney licensed in TN

» Private and public sector experience

» Drafting : West Feliciana, Tangipahoa parishes, Abbeville, Thibodaux



Introductions

» Code Studio ɀAustin, TX

» Small Area Plans

» Form-Based Codes

» Zoning Codes

» Subdivision Codes

» Unified Development Codes

» Specialize in Plan Implementation



4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ 0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ

» What is a Unified Development Code Generally?

» ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ %ÎÁÂÌÉÎÇ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË

» Unified Development Codes in Louisiana

» The Pieces of a Unified Development Code

» Stories from the Field: Implementing Codes



What is a Unified Development Code (UDC)?



What is a Unified Development Code?

» !Ô ÉÔÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅÓÔȣ

» It is an integrated subdivision and zoning code.

» -ÏÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȣ

» Should be able to open a Unified Development Code and have all the rules 
necessary to lay out a project in one document.



Precedent in Louisiana

» Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge Parish

» Bastrop

» Alexandria

» Jefferson Parish



Louisiana Enabling Legislation Framework



,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁȭÓ %ÎÁÂÌÉÎÇ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ &ÒÁÍÅ×ÏÒË

» Louisiana Constitution of 1974 ɀArticle 6 §17

» Collection of general and special legislation  establish procedures

» Louisiana Revised Statutes

» Authority to Plan for Parishes and Municipalities ɀLa. R.S. 33:102

» Authority to Subdivide for Parishes ɀLa. R.S. 33:1236(20)

» Authority to Subdivide for Municipalities ɀLa. R.S. 33:112

» Authority to Zone for Parishes ɀLa. R.S. 33:4780.40

» Authority to Zone for Municipalities ɀLa. R.S. 33:4721

» Home Rule Charters

» Ȱ$ÉÌÌÏÎ 2ÕÌÅȱ



Authority to PLAN

» La. R.S. 33:102 - Grant of Power to Parishes and Municipalities
» Every parish and every municipality may make, adopt, amend, extend, add to, or carry out 

official plans as provided in this Subpart, and may create by ordinance a planning commission 
with the powers and duties as provided by this Subpart, and may appropriate funds for the 
commission.

» La. R.S. 33:106 ɀEstablishes the contents of the plan

» La. R.S. 33:108 ɀProcedure of Commission &Adoption of the Plan

» La. R.S. 33:109 ɀLegal Status of Official Plan

» Once plan is adopted the Planning Commission must approve certain 
public improvements as consistent with the plan. 



Authority to SUBDIVIDE

» La. R.S. 33:1236(20) ɀAuthority to Subdivide for Parishes

» La. R.S. 33:112 ɀAuthority to Subdivide for Municipalities

» Authority generally allows for subdivision regulations to address:

» Subdivision and resubdivision

» Streets, roads and alleys

» Utility and other Infrastructure

» Authority to Bond

» Two Subdivision Types

» Interesting Provision ɀSubdivision is a Legislative Function in Louisiana



Authority to ZONE

» La. R.S. 33:4780.40 ɀAuthority to Zone for Parishes
» Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ promoting the health, safety, morals, or general welfareof 
the community, the governing authorities of parishes, other than the parishes of 
Rapides, Jefferson, Sabine, and Webster, or their duly created boards of adjustment 
are hereby authorized to regulate and restrict the height, number of stories, and size 
of structures; the percentage of lots that may be occupied; courts and other open 
spaces; the density of population; and the location and use of the buildings, 
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÁÄÅȟ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙȟ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȣȱ

» La. R.S. 33:4721 ɀAuthority to Zone for Municipalities


