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Overview  

ÅWhat is TOD 

ÅTOD benefits 

ÅTOD typologies  

ÅTOD principals  

ÅImplications  

Dallas, Los Angeles, Portland TODs  
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The twenty -first  

 

The twentieth century  

Century  

was about getting around.  

will be about staying in  

 a place worth staying in.   
James                                                  

Howard                                                      

Kunstler   
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ÅGreat neighborhoods  

ÅBalance with nature  

ÅTaming the automobile  

ÅFun & surprise  

Å18-hour places  

ÅDesigned for walking  

ÅSocially equitable    

A Place Worth Staying In  
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Transit-Oriented Development   
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LRT Station 

LRT Station 

Orenco Station  

ÅSafe streets 

ÅStrong center 

ÅLocal services 

ÅParks & open space 

ÅHousing choices  

ÅGood jobs 

a great neighborhood 
 for TOD                       

Fundamentals                       
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TOD or TAD?  

ÅMajority of development at 

US transit stations are     

not TODs 

ÅTOD is still illegal in at      

most of US transit stops 

ÅNot enough to be           

next to transit, must          

be shaped by transit 

LRT Station Transit-Oriented Development  or 
Transit Adjacent Development 

Cisco Systems TAD     

San Jose, CA 

Street Car TOD  

Portland, OR 
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ÅA 5 minute walk to everything 

ÅClose to home, office, 

shopping and civic spaces 

ÅA place where transit  

creates value & shapes 

development   

 

When we say TOD 
 éwhat do we mean? 
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Scale  matters    
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More than a Parcel,                          

More than a Project  

ÅCreate a walkable district  

ïArea w/in a 5 minute walk 

ïApproximately 125 acres 

ïWalkable complete community  

ÅMost ñTODsò donôt meet this standard  

ïRequires broader strategy, 

cooperation 

ïUnderstanding the bar needs                

to be higher  

 

 

 

Santa Ana Station 

Development 

Santa Ana TOD 
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TOD: District not a Project  

 

 

T 

Not This This  

T 

Orenco Station   The Round   
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Creating places with lasting value     
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Link to a Broader Strategy  

State Center TOD 

Strategy, Baltimore MD 

ÅPart of communityôs   

vision for growth 

ÅBasis to gain greater 

broader support & success 

ÅMore than transit  

ÅBuilding partnerships                   

essential 

 

TOD as òmeans to an endó 
to achieving community objectives   
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Development Shaped by Transit  

ÅGreater density 

ÅLess parking 

ÅBetter public realm  

ÅMix of uses  

ÅVery walkable  

ÅTame the car  

Portland Transit-Oriented Development  
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ÅStation helps define the                     

most important place 

ÅCivic architecture &                   

place making 

ÅCatalyst for community                      

objectives 

ÅA place                                                     

to come                                           

back to  

 

Stations                                    

Defining Value  

Portland Stations  



pb placemaking group 

TOD & Property Values  

ÅWashington, DC 

  + $2 to $4 per foot for 
commercial 

ÅSan Jose 

  + 23% for commercial 

ÅPortland 

  + 10% rent premiums  

ÅDallas 

  + 39% for residential      
+53% for office values 

San Jose 

Washington 

Dallas 

Portland 
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Market for TOD 
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Understanding your market  

ÅEmerging Trends in Real Estate ó10:  

ï"The future is about green 

development, infill, and TOD" 

ÅMajority of TOD residents              

are childless 

ïEmpty-nesters &                    

young urban professionals 

ÅTOD households tend                       

to be higher income 

ïReflects newer construction  
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Decline in Families w/ Children  

 

1950 

50% of 

households  

2000 2010 - 2030 

33% of 

households  

12% of 

households  

Å30% current US 

housing demand 

ïDense, walkable, 

mixed-use 

communities  

ÅToday less than 

2% of housing  
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Kids are deferring driving  

Å31% decline  

over past 20 years   

in 16-year olds  

getting drivers licenses  

ï1988: 44.7% 

ï2008: 30.7% 

What is the new cool?  

 
 

Is social networking changing  

the role of the car for kids? 
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What TOD Residents Want  

TOD Resident Surveys: 
 

ÅWell designed communities 

ÅEasy access to a center 

ÅHigh quality residence 

ÅQuality transit service 

ÅPedestrian friendly  

ÅGood price value 

Main Street Station Vancouver, BC 

òThe ability to walk 

to a pint of milkó 
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TOD Principles  
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Principles for TOD  

1. Medium to higher density 

ÅGreater than community average 

ÅDistance to transit matters 

ÅTo support transit on average: 

ï6 to 7 du/ac for frequent bus 

ï9 to 25 du/ac for rapid transit 

ÅRetail & office closet to transit 

ÅMinimum density effective tool  
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ÅDevelopment since 1980   

ï25m square feet office  

ï14,400 residential units 

ÅStation areas 

ï25% county housing 

ï37% county jobs   

ÅTransit Access  

ïArlington: 73% walk,  13% by car 

ïFairfax:     15% walk,  58% by car 

 

Rosslyn Ballston      

Corridor  

 

Land use can change 
transportation behavior 
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2. Mix of uses 

 ÅVertical or Horizontal 

ÅMost difficult TOD element 

ÅGreat TOD benefits 

ïMore walking  

ïMore ridership 

ïReduced auto-use 

ÅProhibit auto-oriented uses     
closest to transit  

 
 

Principles for TOD  
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Pearl District Portland  

Former rail yard & warehouses               

Before 

 

ÅPublic & private 
development  agreement  

ïHousing 

ïInfrastructure 

ïParks  

ÅDevelopment since                  
1997 $750m+               

Å2700+ units built 

Å131 units per acre              
minimum density 
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ÅFormer Sears store 

Å14 acre Bus TOD 

Å318 units / 42 DU acre 

Å145k grocery store / 

main street retail /office 

ÅCity owned site 

Uptown San Diego  
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3. Compact pedestrian-oriented 

ÅBlock sizes for 5-minute walk 

ïMax of 400 ft block face 

ÅOrient buildings to sidewalks  

ÅCalm streets  

ÅActive street edges with wider 

sidewalks  

Principles for TOD  
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Core Center Edge  

ÅCore:                     

Up to 800 ft  

greatest intensity 

 

Center  

Edge  

Core   

ÅCenter:                
800 to 1600 ft 
intermediate 
intensity 

 ÅEdge:                  

    1/4 m to 1/2 m  
greater than 
community average 
of intensity 
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Density, Distance & TOD  

ÅTwo density dimensions  

ïHorizontal           
distance from station 

ïVertical            
development intensity 

ÅDensity & use 

ïConcentrate office & 
retail near station  

ïIncreasing % of 
residential away       
from station  

Tysons Corner, VA  

intensity 
guide  

2.5  7 5 10  Minutes walk from station 

Employment Gradient Residential Gradient 
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4. Active defined center  

Å18 hours of activity  

ÅQuality public realm /sense of place  

ÅEmployment closest to transit 

ÅCompact & dense  

 

Principles for TOD  
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Albuquerque, NM  

Å$12m Transit Center 

Å$35m private investment  

ï +$100m in pipeline 

Å$12m city contribution 

ï land, parking, abatement  

ÅCentury Theatre 

ÅDowntown Lofts 

ÅRestaurants & office 
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ÅBloomington, Mn  

Å43 acre ï adaptive reuse 

Å1,100 residential units  

90 units per acre 

Å350 room hotel 

Å2m sq ft office 

Å1.6 acre park 

Bloomington Central  
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5. Limited, managed parking 

ÅAlways a challenging issue 

ÅConsider: size, location, design & 

management 

ÅNo minimum ratios, maximums  

ÅDisconnect parking from buildings, 

manage by district   

Principles for TOD  
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TODs create less traffic  

ÅTOD residents are:  

ïTwice as likely not to own 

a car as US Households 

ï5 times more likely to 

commute by transit than 

others in region 

ÅSelf-selection:  

ïResponsible for up to 

40% of TOD ridership 

bonus 
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10 Trips  

6.67 Trips  

3.55 Trips  

Single 

Family 

Multifamily  Multifamily 

TOD  

TODs behave Differently  

Daily car trips for 50 dwellings 
 

ÅSF              500 

ÅMF             333 

ÅTOD MF    177 

TOD housing 

generates 50%  

less traffic than 

conventional housing 
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Market Rate 

Apartments 

Senior 

Apartments 

Affordable  

Family 

Apartments 

For Sale Townhomes 

Center Commons  

Portland, OR  

ÅFormer DOT 

Maintenance Yard 

Å4.9 acre site 

Å319 Units 

ÅMixed-income  

ÅFor sale & rental 

Å42% mode split 
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6. Public leadership  

ÅGenerally critical for success 

ÅAlign ñpolitical willò & TOD objectives 

ÅTOD plans + capital budget aligned  

ÅFocus on implementation  

ÅNurture progressive developers  

Principles for TOD  
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Arlington  

Heights IL.  

ÅRevitalized Downtown  

ÅNew Metra Station 

ÅPerforming Arts Ctr  

ÅStructured Parking  

ÅMain street retail 

ÅHigh Density Condoôs 

ïRetail below 

 


