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In 2009, the volume of unaccounted for water 

(which includes water escaping from leaks and 

water used for purposes such as street cleaning 

and sewer flushing) was an astonishing 70.85% 

of metered production. This does not include water 

the S&WB provides free of charge to various public 

entities. In other jurisdictions, the volume of water 

both lost and provided free to public entities is 

normally closer to 15%. 

 
The Price of Civilization, Bureau of Governmental Research 





Sustainable Urban Water System 

Provide space for water storage which alleviates load on pumping system, reduces street flooding, and 

increases safety 

Balance groundwater, thereby minimizing subsidence 

Improve water quality by mitigating runoff 

Remove floodwalls providing opportunity to reconnect neighborhoods 

Reconnect neighborhoods and individuals to healthy water network, providing urban amenities and value 

 





 

 



 

 


























